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Conceptualising Change in Comparative Politics seeks to bring a distinctive approach to comparative politics by rediscov-
ering the discipline’s rich conceptual tradition and inter-disciplinary foundations. It encourages the submission of manuscripts which 
take equally seriously the importance of theoretical reflection on concepts and their application through empirical analysis.   It aims 
to: 1) fill out the conceptual framework on which the rest of the subfield draws but to which books only sporadically contribute; 2) 
complement theoretical and conceptual analysis by matching it to thorough case studies; 3) cut across narrow methodological and 
disciplinary borders and offer valuable insights for scholars in other disciplines and subdisciplines. 

 
We are looking for books that make serious inquiry into fundamental concepts in comparative politics (crisis, legitimacy, 

credibility, representation, institutions, civil society, reconciliation) through theoretically engaging and empirically rich analysis. Differ-
ing from other approaches, we do not see the concepts and theoretical framework of a book as being a necessary evil included in 
an introduction as an excuse to carry out empirical analysis. We are not looking for casual namedropping in a first chapter (Hobbes, 
Hegel, Huntington) which is disconnected from the rest of the chapters, nor do we want an elegant hypothesis which will be re-
gressed on a different data set in each chapter without reflection on the concepts within the hypothesis. We believe that case stud-
ies cannot be independent of the concepts they articulate and the theoretical frameworks they support. In other words, ideally there 
should not be a ‘theoretical/conceptual’ chapter and then several ‘substantive’ chapters, but a cohesive book which thoughtfully syn-
chronizes conceptual reflection, theoretical formulations, and empirical analysis.  

 
While contributions with a historical depth are most welcome, the books should have a contemporary edge. Some possible 

areas of interest are: understanding politics in post-reform China; the politics of financial crises and the re-imagination of European 
and other social compacts; the new politics of the Middle East; the politics of social change in Latin America; changes in develop-
mental practices in Sub-Saharan Africa; and dynamics of violence and non-violence in South Asia.  

 
 
If you have a book proposal or idea in mind which might be suitable for the series, please do not hesitate to contact: 
  
 Series Editors 
  Francisco Panizza: f.e.panizza@lse.ac.uk  
  Anthony Peter Spanakos: spanakos@gmail.com 
 
 Acquisitions Editor  
  Natalja Mortensen, Political Science Research: natalja.mortensen@taylorandfrancis.com 
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Submission Guidelines: 
 
The proposal you submit is the basis on which we judge the book's suitability for publication.  It therefore needs to be 
organised in such a way that the reviewers are given the right amount of information on which to assess the  
suitability of your work for publication and to offer constructive feedback. We would, therefore, ask that you include the 
following: 
 
1.  A statement of aims 
 
2.  A detailed synopsis, including chapter summaries 
 
3.  Definition of the market 
 
4.  A review of the main competitive books 
 
5.  Format & Timing 
 
6.  One or two sample chapters, if available (or more) 
 
7.  A Curriculum Vitae 
 
8.  Notes on the contributors (if this is to be an edited volume) 
 
9.  Third party material 
 
10.  Details of academic referees  
 
For more information on submitting a proposal to Routledge, please visit http://www.routledge.com/info/authors/
#submitproposal. 


